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Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and/or listings of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently amended): A protective device for the confinement of explosive objects or objects 

suspected of being explosive comprising: 

a first sleev e and a second sleeve, wherein the second sleeve substantiallv 
surrounds the first sleeve, and wherein the second sleeve is configured to be 
slidable relative to the first sleeve, wherein the first sleeve and the second sleeve 
are coupled with an expansion joint: wherein at least one of the first or the second 
sleeve comprises: 

at least one opening at each axial end of the sleeve; 

at least one layer of splinter-proof fabric; and 

wherein one end of the sleeve is configured to be positioned on a surface, 
and wherein the sleeve is configured to remain substantially vertically, and 
wherein the sleeve is configured to substantially surround a suspect object 
resting on the surface. 

2. (Currently amended): The device of claim 1 , wherein the first and/or second sleeve fiirlfaer 
comprisofl at looat on e prot e ctive ring, and wher e in th e prot e ctive ring compris e s a plurality^ of 
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cx)mprise one or more protective rings, wherein the protective rings comprise one or more layers 
of splinter-proof fabric. 

3. (Currently amended): The device of claim 2. wherein a protective ring compris e s is composed 

of: 

a wound strip of splinter-proof fabri c, the ends of which are coupled together by at 
least one reinforcing seam.j 

at l e ast on e oxiol foatoning; and 

at l e ast one reinforcing s e am. 

4. (Currently amended): The device of claim 2, wherein the first and/or second sleeve comprise 
one or more reinforcing rings, wherein the reinforcing rings comprise one or more layers fi tffe^ 
compris e s a r e inforcing ring comprising at l e ast on e lay e r of material possessing a rigidity 
sufficient to hold the first and/or second sleeve in #ie-a.vertical positio n when tho sloove is 
placed on an end of th e sleev e, 

5. (Currently amended): The device of claim 1, wherein the first and/or second sleeve fiirth e r 
comprises at least one reinforcing web, aad-wherein the reinforcing web substantially surrounds 
the first and/or second sleeve, 

6. (Canceled): The d e vice of claim 1, further comprising: 

a first sle e v e ; and 
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a second oloov e , wher e in th e s e cond sl e eve substantially surrounds th e first sl e eve 
, and wh e r e in th e s e cond sl ee ve is configur e d to b e slidabl e r e lativ e to the first 

7. (Canceled): The d e vic e of claim 1, wh e r e in th e first sl e ev e and the second sleeve aro couplod 
with an expansion joint, 

8. (Previously presented): The device of claim 1, fiirther comprising an inner protective layer, 
wherein the inner protective layer is fire-resistant. 

9. (Currently amended): The device of claim 2, wherein the first and/or second sleeve fiirther 
comprises at least one reinforcing web, and-wherein the reinforcing web substantially surrounds 
the first and/or second sleeve. 

10. (Canceled) : The device of claim 2, fiirth e r comprising: 

a first sleev e ; and 

a s e cond sle e ve, wherein tho second sl ee ve substantially surrounds the first sl ee v e , 
and w^her e in th e s e cond sl ee v e is configured to b e slidablo relative to th e first 
sl ee v e . 

11. (Canceled) : Tho d e vic e of claim 10, wh e r e in th e first sleev e and th e second sloov e are 
couplod with an expansion joint. 

12. (Canceled) : Th e de\ioo of claim 11, fiirth e r comprising an inner protootivo layer, wh e r e in 
th e inner prot e ctiv e layer is fir e r e sistant. 
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13. (Canceled) : Tho d e \ice of claim 1, further comprising: 

a first oloovo; and 

a second sle e v e , wh e rein th e second sloovo substantially surrounds th e first 
sloGvc, and wherein th e s e cond sleeve is configured to be slidablo relativ e to the 
first sl e ev e . 

14. (Canceled) : Th e device of claim 13, wherein th e first sle e v e and th e s e cond sl ee v e ar e 
coupled with an e xpansion joint. 

15. (Canceled) : The d e \ico of claim 1 1, further comprising on inner prot e ctive layer, wher e in 
the inn e r protective layer is fire resistant, 

16. (Canceled) : Tho de\dce of claim 7, wherein tho sleeve further comprises at l e ast on e 
reinforcing w e b, and wh e r e in tho reinforcing web substantially surrounds th e sle e v e . 

17. (Canceled) : Tho device of claim 7, further comprising: 

a first sleev e ; and 

a second sleev e , wh e rein th e s e cond oleov e substantially surrounds the first 
sleeve, and wh e rein th e second sl e eve is configur e d to be slidablo relative to th e 
first sl e ev e . 

18. (Canceled) : Th e device of claim 7, wh e r e in th e first sle e ve and the second sl ee v e are 
coupl e d with an expansion joint 
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19. (Canceled) : Tho device of claim 7, furthor comprising on inner prot e ctive layer, wherein the 
inn e r prot e ctive layer is fire rofliotont. 

20. (New): The device of claim 1, wherein the expansion joint includes an annular skirt or a 
plurality of tongues. 

21. (New): The device of claim 1, wherein the second sleeve is shorter than the first sleeve. 

22. (New): The device of claim 1 , wherein the expansion joint have a length such that, when the 
expansion joint is stretched, a covering over the first sleeve by the second sleeve is maintained. 
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